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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, EEC 

SUBJECT: EC ADDED PROTECTION ON PARBOILED RICE 
REE: (A) EC BRUSSELS 05219 (B) EC BRUSSELS 03205 

1. THE EC COMMISSION OFFICIAL IN CHARGE OF RICE HAS TOLD US THAT 
NO DECISION WAS TAKEN AT THE EXPERT'S MEETING OF JUNE 27 (REFTEL 
A) ON INCREASING PROTECTION FOR EC IMPORTS OF PARBOILED RICE. 
ALTHOUGH THE PRODUCER REPRESENTATIVES DID NOT CONVINCE THE IM- 
PORTERS NOR COMMISSION REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT AT THIS MEETING 
THAT ADDED PROTECTION WAS NECESSARY, THE PRODUCERS HAVE NOT GIVEN 
UP THEIR REQUEST. FRENCH PRODUCERS, ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE, 

WILL MOVE THE DISCUSSIONS TO A POLITICAL LEVEL, WORKING THROUGH 
THEIR GOVERNMENT AND MOVING UP THE LADDER WITHIN THE COMMISSION. 
COMMISSION OFFICIALS AT THE WORKING LEVEL REMAIN OPPOSED TO ANY 
INCREASE IN THE PROTECTION ON PARBOILED RICE IMPORTS BUT COULD 
NOT SAY WHAT WILL BE THE POSITION OF COMMISSIONER LARDINOIS 
AND HIS DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERALS WHO AS YET ARE UNAWARE OE THIS 
ISSUE. ANY INCREASED PROTECTION, SUCH AS A 
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HIGHER LEVY, CAN BE DECIDED ONLY BY THE EC COUNCIL. MYERSON 
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